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When the Eastern seas were swept of every remnant of Portu-
guese commerce., then the English and the Dutch might jointly
exercise as complete a monopoly in the East Indies as that
which was claimed by Spain in the West. To this proposal
the English Commissioners gave a decided negative. The
negotiations on this important question having come to an end,
no attempt was made to continue the discussion which had
been already commenced on the subject of the fishery.1

This constant bickering between the English Government
and the States-General could not fail to exercise a favourable

i6i influence upon that understanding with Spain which
was growing up partly by reason of James's dissatis-
faction with his last Parliament, but still more through his belief
that the Spanish monarchy was the chief conservative power in
Europe. Yet in spite of the overtures which he had authorised
Sarmiento to make shortly after the dissolution, he had not
decided to break with France. In July, 1614, he was delighted
to hear that Suarez' book had been publicly burnt in Paris, and
there were some who thought that the news had something to
do with the tardy instructions given in the course of that month
to Edmondes to return to his post as ambassador in France 2
in order that he might lay before the Queen Regent the English
counter-proposals on the marriage treaty, which he had brought
over in February.3 To these, however, James received no im-
mediate answer, and as the autumn drew on he was told that it
was impossible to consider the subject until after the conclusion
of the expected assembly of the States-General.

The fact was that the Queen Regent had no longer any
heart for the English alliance. It would, perhaps, be unfair to say
that she allowed the English proposals to be listened to simply
in order to content the Princes of the Blood, and the other great

1 Despatches and negotiations of Clement Edmondes, passim. Feb. 4-
April 18, 1615. S. P HoL

-  Sarmiento to Philip III., Oct. 17. Simancas MSS. 2591, fol. 99.

*  Instructions to Edmondes, July 1614, S. P.  Fr.    Amongst other
things James said that the Princess should be allowed private worship,
although he did not doubt that she would soon be induced to conform tc
the Church of England.